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Image by EcoSikh, licensed under CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons. 
Image by NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center, licensed under CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons 
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Nathan Untitled 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Norwegian Biodiversity Information Centre (NBIC) (Reidun Braathen, Even W. Hanssen), CC BY 4.0 
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
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Alex Untitled 

 

 
 
Article: "CDC scrubs research databases referencing sexual orientation and gender identity," Los Angeles Times, January 31, 2025.  
Image: "Surveillance video cameras, Gdynia" by MOs810, licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons. 
Image of Divine from Pink Flamingos (1972), likely under copyright. Used under fair use for transformative purposes. 
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Nyalleng Building for Safety 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Image from Public Domain Image Archive. No known copyright restrictions. 
Article: Matt Burgess, "Elon Musk’s Starlink Is Keeping Modern Slavery Compounds Online," Wired. Available at: 
https://www.wired.com/story/starlink-scam-compounds/. 
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Mike universal access 

The Internet Archive has lost a major legal battle—in a decision that could have a significant impact on the future of internet history. Today, the US Court of 

Appeals for the Second Circuit ruled against the long-running digital archive, upholding an earlier ruling in Hachette v. Internet Archive that found that one of the 
Internet Archive’s book digitization projects violated copyright law. 
 
Notably, the appeals court’s ruling rejects the Internet Archive’s argument that its lending practices were shielded by the fair use doctrine, which permits for copyright 
infringement in certain circumstances, calling it “unpersuasive.” 
 
In March 2020, the Internet Archive, a San Francisco-based nonprofit, launched a program called the National Emergency Library, or NEL. Library closures caused 
by the pandemic had left students, researchers, and readers unable to access millions of books, and the Internet Archive has said it was responding to calls from 
regular people and other librarians to help those at home get access to the books they needed. 
  
The NEL was an offshoot of an ongoing digital lending project called the Open Library, in which the Internet Archive scans physical copies of library books and lets 
people check out the digital copies as though they’re regular reading material instead of ebooks. The Open Library lent the books to one person at a time—but the 
NEL removed this ratio rule, instead letting large numbers of people borrow each scanned book at once. 
 
The NEL was the subject of backlash soon after its launch, with some authors arguing that it was tantamount to piracy. In response, the Internet Archive within two 
months scuttled its emergency approach and reinstated the lending caps. But the damage was done. In June 2020, major publishing houses, including Hachette, 
HarperCollins, Penguin Random House, and Wiley, filed the lawsuit. 
 
In March 2023, the district court ruled in favor of the publishers. Judge John G. Koeltl found that the Internet Archive had created “derivative works,” arguing that 
there was “nothing transformative” about its copying and lending. After the initial ruling in Hachette v. Internet Archive, the parties negotiated terms—the details of 
which have not been disclosed—though the archive still filed an appeal. 
 
James Grimmelmann, a professor of digital and internet law at Cornell University, says the verdict is “not terribly surprising” in the context of how courts have 
recently interpreted fair use. 
The Internet Archive did eke out a Pyrrhic victory in the appeal. Although the Second Circuit sided with the district court’s initial ruling, it clarified that it did not view 
the Internet Archive as a commercial entity, instead emphasizing that it was clearly a nonprofit operation. Grimmelmann sees this as the right call: “I’m glad to see 
that the Second Circuit fixed that mistake.” (He signed an amicus brief in the appeal arguing that it was wrong to classify the use as commercial.) 
“Today’s appellate decision upholds the rights of authors and publishers to license and be compensated for their books and other creative works and reminds us in 
no uncertain terms that infringement is both costly and antithetical to the public interest,” Association of American Publishers president and CEO Maria A. Pallante 
said in a statement. “If there was any doubt, the Court makes clear that under fair use jurisprudence there is nothing transformative about converting entire works 
into new formats without permission or appropriating the value of derivative works that are a key part of the author’s copyright bundle.” 
 

In a statement, Internet Archive director of library services Chris Freeland expressed disappointment “in today’s opinion about the Internet Archive’s digital 
lending of books that are available electronically elsewhere. We are reviewing the court’s opinion and will continue to defend the rights of libraries to own, lend, and 
preserve books.” 
 
Dave Hansen, executive director of the Author’s Alliance, a nonprofit that often advocates for expanded digital access to books, also came out against the ruling. 
“Authors are researchers. Authors are readers,” he says. “IA’s digital library helps those authors create new works and supports their interests in seeing their works 
be read. This ruling may benefit the bottom line of the largest publishers and most prominent authors, but for most it will end up harming more than it will help.” 
 

The Internet Archive’s legal woes are not over. In 2023, a group of music labels, including Universal Music Group and Sony, sued the archive in a copyright 
infringement case over a music digitization project. That case is still making its way through the courts. The damages could be up to $400 million, an amount that 
could pose an existential threat to the nonprofit. 
The new verdict arrives at an especially tumultuous time for copyright law. In the past two years there have been dozens of copyright infringement cases filed 
against major AI companies that offer generative AI tools, and many of the defendants in these cases argue that the fair use doctrine shields their usage of 
copyrighted data in AI training. Any major lawsuit in which judges refute fair use claims are thus closely watched. 
 
It also arrives at a moment when the Internet Archive’s outsize importance in digital preservation is keenly felt. The archive’s Wayback Machine, which catalogs 

copies of websites, has become a vital tool for journalists, researchers, lawyers, and anyone with an interest in internet history. While there are other digital 
preservation projects, including national efforts from the US Library of Congress, there’s nothing like it available to the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
Kate Knibbs, "The Internet Archive Loses Its Appeal of a Major Copyright Case," Wired, September 4, 2024, 1:55 PM. Available at: 
https://www.wired.com/story/internet-archive-loses-hachette-books-case-appeal/. 
 
hackername, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
fotnmc, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
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Adrienne Are You Nuttier Than a Tech Bro MadLib 

 
Are You Nuttier Than a Tech Bro   

Mad Libs 
 
 
“One day when I was ___________, my parents warned me against __________ with __________. So I took a 

box of __________ behind a __________ and started __________ them.” 

 
“When I ask for ____________, you fucking give it to me.” 
 
 

“Step ____________ should be to ____________ the requirements. Make them less ____________ and 

____________, because all requirements are somewhat ____________ and ____________. And then 

____________, ____________, ____________.” 

“Is it better to __________ in a world where everyone is __________ all the time, even if that ____________ is 

artificial? Do you wish for ____________ and ____________ all the time? Are you sure?” 

 
“I wonder why ____________ evolved. I’m not saying we should amplify ____________, of course. I think we 

should try to ____________ it. But none at all? Hmm. There might be a reason for ____________.” 

 

“____________ will ____________ you.” 
 
  
“… even if there’s the zombie apocalypse, you’ll still be able to ____________ throughout the country using the 

____________ ____________ charging system.” 

 

“It’s true that if they see the ____________ out on the ____________, the ____________ are going to be 

motivated. Wherever ____________ was, that’s where his ____________ would do best. Even if I don’t do 

anything but ____________…” 
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“No. No. NO. No ____________, no ____________, no ____________.” “I’m the law!” 

 

“Comradery is dangerous. It makes it ____________ for people to ____________ each other’s ____________. 

There is a tendency to not want to ____________ a __________ under the ____________. That needs to be 

avoided.” 

 

“I would like to ____________ on Mars. Just not on impact. Ideally, I’d like to go for a ____________, come 

back for a while, and then ____________ there when I’m like ____________ or something and then just 

____________ there.” 

 

“Do you think I’m ____________?” 
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Tech Bro 
Actual Quotes 

  
“One day when I was young, my parents warned me against playing with fire. So I took a box of 
matches behind a tree and started lighting them.” 

“When  I ask for something. You fucking give it to me” 

“Step one should be to question the requirements. Make them less wrong and dumb, because 
all requirements are somewhat wrong and dumb. And then delete, delete, delete.” 

“Is it better to live in a world where everyone is happy all the time, even if that happiness is 
artificial? Do you wish for world peace and happiness all the time? Are you sure?” 

“I wonder why hate evolved. I’m not saying we should amplify hate, of course. I think we should 
try to minimize it. But none at all? Hmm. There might be a reason for hate.” 

“Vacations will kill you.” 
 
“… even if there’s the zombie apocalypse, you’ll still be able to travel throughout the country 
using the Tesla supercharging system.” 
 
“It’s true that if they see the general out on the battlefield, the troops are going to be motivated. 
Wherever Napoleon was, that’s where his armies would do best. Even if I don’t do anything but 
show up …” 

“No. No. NO. No mirrors, no pedals, no steering wheel.” “I’m the law.” 

“Comradery is dangerous. It makes it hard for people to challenge each other’s work. There is 
a tendency to not want to throw a colleague under the bus. That needs to be avoided.” 

“I would like to die on Mars. Just not on impact. Ideally, I’d like to go for a visit, come back for a 
while, and then go there when I’m like 70 or something and then just stay there.” 

“Do you think I’m insane?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Politico Staff, "The 199 Most Elon Musk Things Elon Musk Has Ever Said." Politico Magazine, January 24, 2025. Available at: 
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/01/24/199-elon-musk-quotes-00199008. 
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Adio A manifesto for informed democracy 

 
 

Incompetence and deception no longer shape the course of nations. Politicians do 
not rise through manipulation but through merit, because the electorate is no longer 
uninformed, no longer swayed by empty rhetoric and false promises. The chaos of 
kakistocracies, broligarchies, and kleptocracies; where ignorance fuels corruption, 
has been left in the past. Here, democracy is not a reckless gamble but a system 
where knowledge is power, and every vote is cast with informed intent. 

This world is built on universal civic education, where every citizen learns not just 
their rights but their responsibilities. A mandatory voting exam ensures that 
elections reflect wisdom, not manipulation. The process is fair, inclusive, and 
adapted to diverse needs; whether one is literate or not, the knowledge is made 
accessible. No one is excluded from learning, but only those who engage in the 
process shape the future. In this world, political charlatans have no foothold, and 
leadership is earned, not won through deceit. 

Now, politicians serve rather than rule. Accountability is the norm, corruption an 
anomaly, and the electorate understands that democracy is a tool, not a weapon 
turned against itself. The cycle of ignorance and exploitation is broken, replaced by 
a society where governance is not a spectacle but a contract of trust, upheld by an 
informed and empowered people. 
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Mila A haiku for Luigi M. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image: Almost blank wall, Paignton, by Geograph contributor, licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. Available via Wikimedia Commons. 
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Kathleen Connected for Disconnection 

 
 
 
"Alone Together" by mendezmendez (2024). Mixed digital media, part of The Present collection. Image used under fair use for 
commentary/analysis. 
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Sophie An Erasure Poem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article: Matt Burgess, "Elon Musk’s Starlink Is Keeping Modern Slavery Compounds Online," Wired. Available at: 
https://www.wired.com/story/starlink-scam-compounds/. 
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Sandra 3/28/2500 Diary Entry 

Dear Diary, 
 
Today is March 28th, 2500 and it is my birthday. Today is a special day, 
but not only for me, for everyone! Everyone around me is happy, celebrating 
something special to them. There are no worries, no concerns. Only 
celebration and success. I see smiles and hear laughter, no more tears, no 
more frowns. I see families out and about, children playing and laughing. I 
see no more “paying bills or providing a fun day” decision, I see no more 
"buying food or paying for gas” decision. There’s no dreading financial 
decisions floating around. 
 
Today is a special day, even if it is my birthday, it is special for 
everyone. Everyone around me cheers and hugs, regardless of whom they are. 
No matter their appearance, no matter their background, no matter their 
status. Everyone is mixing and everyone is talking. All I see is a 
beautiful palette of colors. All I hear is a soundtrack of the world. A 
true representation of everyone. 
 
Today, March 28th, marks a special day for me, but I do not celebrate it 
alone. I celebrate it with everyone. I walk one way and meet with some 
friends. I walk the other way and meet with some of my family members. I 
walk and walk and walk until I meet with others. Everyone different, I 
acknowledge it, but everyone is also the same. This world is different, 
this borderless world. 
 
Today is my birthday, and I do not recall for a better wish than a modern 
society of all good things. I remember the days though, when race, class, 
and power dominated our lives. That is my only wish for today, to never go 
back. I know soon, I won’t remember what those are. 
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Krystal What a Wonderful World 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Image from Marko Kafé, licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license. 
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Christie Repair 

 

 
The US has just hit a major milestone at the 
intersection of consumer rights and sustainability. As of 
last week, all 50 states have introduced right-to-repair 
legislation -- that is, laws designed to give people a 
legal right to fix their own tech, or take it to someone of 
their own choosing to have it repaired. 

New York was the first state to sign right-to-repair 
legislation into law back in 2022, followed by 
California, Minnesota, Oregon and Colorado. The final 
state to introduce legislation was Wisconsin. Not every 
state has passed legislation at this stage, but the fact 
that there's no state in the US where it isn't being 
seriously discussed can be read as a victory for all of 
us owners of tech everywhere – as well as for the 
planet.  

The milestone "isn't just a legislative achievement – it's 
a cultural revolution," Kyle Wiens, CEO of iFixit, an 
online community, advocacy group and parts retailer, 
told me over email. 

I've been covering consumer technology and climate 
change for years, and nowhere do the two topics 
intersect more closely than the problems caused by 
e-waste and the potential solutions created by 
accessible repair. The boom in right-to-repair 
legislation "reflects the growing concerns over the 
sheer volume of e-waste derived from consumer 
electronics products," says Ben Wood, chief analyst at 
CCS Insight. 

The amount of electronic waste humans produce 
annually hit 62 million tons in 2022, according to last 
year's UN E-waste monitor -- that's enough to fill a 
convoy of 40-ton trucks to stretch around the Equator. 
This increases pollution risks, as well as creating more 
emissions through the energy needed to produce 
replacement devices for the ones we discard. Both 
factors feed into the climate crisis, which is causing 
more extreme weather events across our increasingly 
hotter planet. 

In the past decade or so, we've seen tech companies 
including Apple and Samsung take important steps to 
improve the lifespan of devices by introducing. 

The planned obsolescence of technology tracks back 
to auto companies in the early 20th century, and the 
short lifecycle of expensive products is still a 
widespread problem today. Tech companies still want 
you to always be thinking about their next upgrade. 

It's easy to forget when you buy a new phone you've 
been excited for, that some day in the not-too-distant 
future, it's going to slow down to the point of becoming 
unusable, or simply break.  

"Consumers have developed a love affair with gadgets 
but seldom consider what happens to them when they 
stop working," said Wood over email. "Any efforts to 
make it easier to repair products and extend their lives 
has to be applauded." 

The driving force behind the slew of right-to-repair 
legislation popping up across the US -- and Europe as 
well -- is a movement formed of public interest groups, 
farmers, professionals and tech owners just like you. A 
grassroots effort has had an impact at a national, if not 
federal, scale.  

And so, next time you're replacing your giant but janky 
TV, or wondering whether the declining battery life of 
your smartwatch means you'll have to replace it, just 
remember that you might have another option. And 
soon, if not already (depending on where you live), that 
option may in fact be a right enshrined in law -- in 
which case, no tech company should make it 
impossible for you to do whatever you please to your 
tech to ensure it lives its fullest and longest possible 
life. 

Source: Right-to-Repair Milestone Is a Win for Tech 
Owners Everywhere -- and the Planet, CNET 

 
 

Missvain, CC BY 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
Satbir Singh, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
Article: "Right-to-Repair Milestone Is a Win for Tech Owners Everywhere -- and the Planet," CNET, by Katie Collins, published on Feb. 27, 2025. 
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Dylan no new plastic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason Knauer, CC BY 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
Eugene Kim from San Francisco, USA, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
Rob Oo from NL, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
jmettraux, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
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